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ABSTRACT 

An important category of culture to include in second 
language curriculum is functional culture, defined as the elements of 
surface and deep culture as well as civilization that must be learned 
to function while traveling, living, studying, or working in a 
foreign culture. Elements of functional culture include acting 
appropriately in everyday situations, using appropriate common 
gestures, and performing tasks that are necessary for day-to-day 
living. This content is most effectively taught in combination with 
grammar or vocabulary rather than with the usual reading. While 
performing communicative exercises and activities designed to teach 
new vocabulary or grammatical patterns, the student can 
simultaneously learn to function in a given situation within the 
target culture. The following types of sample exercises and class 
activities which combine grammar or vocabulary and functional culture 
are outlined; the teaching of numbers in conjunction with currency or 
telling time; situational exercises combined with theme vocabulary 
relating to such topics as food, travel, geography, or shopping; 
grammatical structure, such as if-clauses and reading an airline 
schedule; comparison of adjectives and geography; and verb tenses and 
various cultural points. An example of a situational exercise adapted 
as a test item is included. (MSE) 
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During the past several yean there has been a growing awareness of the 
necessity o prov.ding more information about culture within the foreign 
bnguage c assroom The American Council on the Teaching of FoZ 

Guide ines . and instructors are searching for effective ways to improve 
the culture component of foreign language courses. ? 

In order to strengthen the culture dement of the foreign language 
curriculum we must first examine two basic principles about the teach ne 

t ^ to te"h° f *** ~ ^ * **™> ™ ^3 
for h c J» f ^ tyPCS * P^ 1 ^ Nels « n Brool «. 'ong known 
or h* belief ,n the inclusion of sociological aspect, of culture in the 

and rtoftoa ton.. According to Brooks, culture is the study of a society its 

u£? orr^ ^T 5 ' m ° rCS: Civi,ization b *• stuTy of t e 
2 tha ! ^ and * achievements in art, architecture, music 

weighed eaching culture. Today the teaching of culture and particularly 
the sociological/anthropological aspects of culture are viewed « m«* 
important. In fact, - . . 'cultural understanding' ha, become JmT 
ctizens the pnmary justification for the study of foreign languages^ 
Q Nelson Brooks further divided the term culture into surface culture 
X hat P Z ^ S , UrfaM CUltUrC '* nC,udes the ° vert of ^ ety 

and eating habits are elements of surface culture. Deep culture include 
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64 Meeting the Call for Excellence 

elements such as values, institutions, and mores which are not easily 
discernible and which are more sociological in their composition; the role 
of individualism or religion in society are examples of deep culture ele- 
ments. Many effective techniques for the teaching of surface and deep 
culture have been developed in recent years. Activities such as the culture 
capsule, 1 the culture cluster/ the culture assimilator/ the mini-drama, 1 or 
the cultoon f teach appropriate behavior in the target culture while foster- 
ing cross-cultural awareness. 

Another important category to consider is functional culture, a term 
I use to describe those elements of surface and deep culture as well as 
civilization which must be learned in order to function while traveling, 
living, studying, or working in a foreign culture. Elements of functional 
culture include but are not limited to acting appropriately in everyday 
situations, using appropriate common gestures, and performing those tasks 
necessary for day-to-day living such as eating, shopping, banking, and 
using telephones, mail service, and public transportation. 10 

In addition to the various types of cultural content we must also keep 
in mind that as a skill, culture is unlike listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing, which can be taught independently. Culture must be taught in 
conjunction with another skill and in textbooks it is most frequently com- 
bined with reading. While the cultural reading can convey valuable de- 
scriptive information about surface and deep culture, the activity is basically 
passive. On the other hand, the teaching of functional culture is most 
effective when combined with vocabulary or grammar rather than with 
reading. While performing communicative exercises and activities de- 
signed to teach new vocabulary or grammatical patterns, the student can 
simultaneously learn to function in a given situation within the target 
culture. 

The teaching of numbers combines well with the teaching of func- 
tional culture, for numbers are vital to the performance of many daily 
tasks. The following exercise combines the teaching of telephone usage in 
the target culture with the teaching of numbers. 

You work is a telephone operator in Mexico City. Your classmates will call 
Information to find out the phone number of the following persons or places 
MODEL- Jaime Perez / €6-05-17 

Classmate What is the phone number of Jaime Perez* 

You, the operator That number is 66-05-17 
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1. Carolina Munoi / 81-75-12 

2. National Bank / 26-19-14 

3. Federico Lado / 88-15-42 

4. Xochimilco Restaurant / 37-04-61 
VOCABULARY: Numbers 

CULTURAL EMPHASIS: Using the telephone 

anJf t0 7 " UmberS '*" combina "°n with foreign currency is 
another important functional culture task. currency ts 

^SSSSL prS IT\T produce - Ask tl * ~« of *• «*- 

tomer"^ > t ! P T f ° ,,0W,ng i,emS " (A worksh «» 8'v« the "cus- 

MO Dpf J qUanmiW: an0,ber giv " ,he "™ d °'" Prices per £i 
MODEL: one kilo grapes / 140 p. ' 

You. the client: How much does a kilo of grapes cost' 

». i/ 2 i^tsst °" hundred for,y ^ a ki, °- 

2. 300 g. green beans / 45 p. 

3. 750 g bananas / 2.50 fr 

CULTURAL EMPHASIS: Familiarity with foreign currency 

» . ^ W " et ** ° f me,ric 5 y j,em - markf t system 

VARIATION: Se, up a similar exercise with' a used car salesperson client 

and fore.gn cars Exercise context: What is the- nrice of ih. 

Peugeot? It costs 80.000 francs. P °' ' he gre * n 

The following exercise combines numbers and telling time vocabu 
lary .„ an exercise designed for cross-cultural awareness. 

Answer the following questions. 

2 h w" b r kfa5 ' " " ,en be,WWn 7 00 and 9 00 * * And in the U S ' 
2. "Spam offices, stores, and businesses open at ,C,00 A „ And il the US ' 

4. •"^J^-ores.and burf^^openagaln from 4.00, o 8.00 r M And 
5 ' meal ,fWaf,ern °° n ■"«— ^and 300pm 

6 ' In^utT'"'^ And 
VOCABULARY: Numbers, telling time 

EXp L A T N U S R IO L N I E n MPHAS i S: -I — 

EXPANSION- Discuss the advantages and disad vantages of each culture', sched- 
ule. Have student, write out a daily xMu]e for f vi$i , ,„ , hf ^ 
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£tanT « T bU,ary ' In $UCH CXercises the instruc "» should 

*ssign students to play the various roies. 

You are a student in Bogota. Colombia. What would vou uv in »K. ■ 
^uations^ructor should have students J^&££?« 

1. You meet your friend P.co in the hall between classes * ' 

2. You meet your neighbor Sra . Lope, on the street as she is on her way to do 
th* morning shopping. ' 

3 IZ^^ inS,rUC, ° r ^ ^ " ^ sh °"> in * ™» - 

4 " ^Fult ing your evening wa,k ,0 ,he ,ibrary You m "' vour 

VOCABULARY: Greetings 

aJL ^\ E K PHA t ,S Pf0Per gW "' ng f ° r U ™ ° f da >' •"«• P««. slicing 
hands, touching, kissing upon greeting 8 

^ The following situational exercise is designed around food vocabu- 

You are traveling throughout France/Cermany/Spain-Latin America Wh a . 
would you order in the following situations? YouMnstruct J. i gn on 
rtuden. as . w.„cr/w.itr«s .nd another as the client. * 

" * ' ima " FrtnCh '° Wn * h W > * and ^ - very 

3 JJS 8:00 * r y ° Ur holel dinin 8 in Munich. 

Wha^S^ Y ° U ^ ° rd ^ ' ** «" »" d ^ dinner. 

4 ' un„.T^ r [ n , Madrid ^^'"Therestaur. n,s won", serve dinner 
unui iuuupm but you are starving 

5 ' mt'hn^ "ft* °! y ° Ur P,rij V ' M,i0n YoU Wan ' ,0 J P ,ur «- °" - wonderful 
meal in an elegant restaurant. 

VOCABULARY: Food and drinks 

woit' bulary ,ha ' combines weu " uh ,u " c,ionai 

1 ???? ' mttching tX " CUe lnc]ude information about important 

w.ional holidays. Min .s- days, good/bad | uc k days ^ 

know what the weather ,s like in Paris/spring. Acpulco/summer. Munich/ 
3 Ordinal Numbered* cont«, You .redirecting. , our through Latin 
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America/Paris. As the tour director, tell your clients where they will be 
stopping. Your first stop is Caracas/Notre Dame. Your second stop is 
Bogota/the Sainte Chapelle. Your third stop is Quito/the Louvre. 

4. Addxeues. Exercise context: You run a pen-pal club. As your classmates call 
you, give them the addresses of their new pen-pals. 

5, Food. Exercise context: You are the chef. Tell your assistant what ingredi- 
ents to assemble in order to prepare the following dishes: pazlla I omelette I 
Kartoffelsalat. 

Exercises including grammatical structures and functional culture 
can also be devised. The following exercise combines M if M clauses with 
reading an airline schedule. 



Look at the followir.g airline schedule and then answer question:; based on it. 
DEPARTURE ARRIVAL 

Mexico City 13.25 Guadalajara 15 05 

Buenos Aires 8.50 Montevideo 1047 

^ racas 17:20 Bogota 2 1.40 

L,ma 10:15 Santiago 12.22 



I. If you were to leave Mexico City at 13:25. at what time would you arrive 
in Guadalajara? 

2 If you were to leave Lima at 10:15. at what time would you arrive in 
Santiago? 

3 If you had arrived in Montevideo at 10.47. at what time would you have 
left Buenos Aires? 

VOCABULARY: Telling time 

GRAMMAR. Sequence of tenses with "if" clauses 

CULTURAL EMPHASIS: Familiarity with 24-hour system of telling time; famil- 
iarity with geographical place names; reading an airline schedule 

The teaching of geography combines well with the teaching of com- 
parisonof adjectives. 



Compare the size of the two countries as in the model 
MODEL: Mexico/EI Salvador 

Mexico is larger than EI Salvador. 
I. Chile/Honduras 
2 Spain/ United States 

3. Colombia/Panama 

4. Puerto Rico/Argentina 
VOCABULARY: Geographical place names 
GRAMMAR Comparison of adjectives 
CULTURAL EMPHASIS: Relative size of countries 
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68 Meeting the Call for Excellence 

C..W to U.S. cities; compare urge, culture countries to U.S. states 

matio?!? 5 " 6 V ° iCe , ain ^ taUght in C ° njUnction with sh °PPing inter- 
mahon. Set up a matching exercise providing names of shops 

Where are the following Hems sold 9 
cigarettes/stamps/bread/pastries/shoes/fruit/ 

VOCABULARY: Foods, stores and shops 

GRAMMAR Passive voice 

CULTURAL EMPHASIS: Shopping customs 

al cu^e" StrUC,Ura ' 15010,5 3,50 1,6 int ° e * erci * s for f «^tion- 

1- C^monis Using, mapof, dual urge, cuhureci.y. teach giving directions 
«"«,on wi.h commands and preposwions of ioc J n ngd "« U ™ 

T S [ ^ ! fU ' Ure 10 ,he '"8" "-Lure: 1 (we) will visit 
JStoLt * * UUVfei 1 (W) Wi " bU >" <- rfum * 1 (»e) will eai 
3 QmrfflW <rmr Ask or talk about daily activities in lh e targe, culture 
? P ' riJ / Mad » d /Cologne I would ge. J aS would 
«U £ *nd dnnk coffee for breakfast. , would go £ JuniversHylThe 

* Imperfect versus past tense. Have students prepare a one- to two-minute 
ora report on a real or imagined trip they Lu 0 the ,a g* uZ 

theiMriiT I , T Wha ' y ° U Win * th «" «°^and do during 
.o see T ^ ° ■ ■ ■ 1 10 bu >' ■ " " ' te «« / «° stroll . / 

If culture is to be an integral part of the foreign language class then 
«. I > test ttet " ^ readil >" ada P ,ed and u * d 

2 You .rein Paris It is 8-00 a m and you go to a small cafe fur brcalf aM 
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In*. mmmk || M . K,„,,i,„„a| <;„|,„ rt . (:ollU . n| m 

s ' v^r„ e f t p :f e - Such eMrciMs - ^ - - •»* or m . 

Thus, functional culture exercise* ar. on „*r »• 



Notes 



1 £^Sv^ c ^'r ,H " ,i ^ H ^- m «— «— * 

3 gLhl u ^ ty Hf,nl < * Heinle. 1981 ' " Advan «™nl Pr« of Americ. 

Ew*r' ,, ' ofc, ^" ,w "*-^«« 

» SKCT " Th * Cu """ aTO, " f " w *— *■* 6 «•» 

al TV.ibcokCo. 1975,. pp I^^^'^^^^^^^IL K»tZ 

" ' ** °' *menlto( fundK.ru! culture The 
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70 Meeting the Call for Excellence 



Generic Descriptions for Culture in the ACTFL PwvUiona! Proficiency Guideline* (ice note 1) 
•bo provide a basic list of functional culture elements 
11. For further ideas on communicative testing see Barbara Snyder. "Creative arid Communicative 
Achievement Testing/' In Strategic* for Foreign Language Teaching, ed by Patricia B W* rt- 
phal (Uncolnwood, IL National Teitbook Co. l&W). pp 34*50 
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